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Renewal of the Chueh. c. 


In... England... throughout the countryside the ancient church 
buildings are cherished as monuments but, for the most part, the de- 
scendants of the people they once served no longer look to the church 
for her ministries, and in the pattern of their daily lives they are likely 
to be unaware of any part played by her teachings. . . . § In eastern 
Europe, the Christian churches exist only as they are careful not to 
overstep the restricting bounds set for their activities by the Com- 
munist regimes; and individual Christians who insist on putting alle- 
giance to their faith before political obligations risk at the very least 
their means of livelihood, at the most their personal security. .. . 
§ There is ground for the charge that the American churches have 
become so identified with the mores of the society in which they 
exist that they hesitate to challenge the things that are wrong with 
that society. They most assuredly are not being ignored or opposed by 
the secular world, but they may be victims of an even deadlier treat- 
ment: patronization. . . . § Today, on both sides of the Atlantic, a 
new concern for renewal of the life of the churches has arisen. It is 
not marked, as often in the past, by efforts to form new denominations 
free of traditional encumbrances; rather, it is accompanied by an im- 
pulse toward unity. Its most characteristic manifestation is the revival 
of a concept of the laity as the primary agency through which the 
church witnesses in the world. .. . § In the years since two World Wars 
shocked the “Christian” West into the realization that within its own 
borders demonic forces could arise—forces embodying the antithesis 
of the virtues it professed—a number of pilot ventures arising from 
this concept of the laity have been initiated. In a variety of ways they 
seek to discover means of achieving renewal within the churches and 
of establishing communication between church and secular world. 


—MARGARET FRAKES in Bridges to Understanding, the ‘“Academy Movement’ 
in Europe and North America, just published by Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. 
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On the Poetry of Christmas 

With no desire to promote a change in 
the date of Christmas, nor to purge the 
carols of Christ’s birth of their poetic 
flights, I should like to join others in 
the concern that Christians be informed 
of the factual and/or probable in the 
divine incarnation. 

The literalist mind must be quite con- 
fused in comparing the many interpreta- 
tions of Christmas given in songs from 
many lands, in the great variety of 
pageantry unfolded each year in churches, 
public schools, civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations, window displays in homes 
and business establishments, and even 
in the Biblical accounts. While benefit 
may be had from much of the fanciful 
addition and revision of the Christmas 
story, when aware of what is fancy, it is 
probable that we are producing a general 
theological maze for the public by failing 
properly to interpret the actual Christ- 
mas event. 

The weak in the faith—and sometimes 
weaker in thought—become disturbed to 
learn, for example, that because of an 
error in judgment by one Dionysius 
Exiguus in trying to fit Christmas into 
the Roman calendar, Jesus was actually 
born from three to six years “Before 
Christ.” Some are bewildered to learn 
that Christmas was not observed by the 
church until several hundred years after 
Christ’s birth, that December 25 was first 
observed by the church as the date of 
his birth about 325 A.D. in Rome, that 
his birth probably occurred in the spring- 
time (shepherds in the fields at night, 
etc.) rather than “in the cold of winter,” 
and that the date was probably associated 
originally with Roman mythology, with 
a competitive motive, in the symbolic 
struggle of light and darkness. 

Many assume, from observing con- 
densed pageantry, that the wise men and 
shepherds were on the scene together, 
and on the very night of Jesus’ birth, 
that “the angels” (“messengers”) had 
physical wings, flowing robes, and haloed 
human form, and that their “song” could 
be heard by the physical ear. Many do 
not realize that the oxen, sheep, et al., 
were introduced into the natal stall by 
Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, and 
other gentle folk who would breathe into 
the lower animals the “breath of life’; 
they therefore consider it false doctrine 
to suggest that there were probably no 
animals present in the manger (feeding 
stable) unless it were Joseph’s donkey, 
and literalize Luther’s “asleep on the 
hay” to remove all but the swaddling 
bands between the tiny infant and the 
rough straw a la public manger scenes). 

Again, how many will tell you, without 
hesitating, that the “wise men” were 
three in number, as though it were gos- 
pel, and usually will give you the names 
ascribed to them by Van Dyke in the 
tone of factual certainty! Some would 
assume the conversion of the “royal” 
visitors “from Orient” to Christianity, 
without realizing that the religion of 
these men from the East probably led 
them, with the “perfunctory zeal” of the 
D.A.R., to present the same kind of gifts 
to numerous royal offspring with astro- 
logical haloes. The verse of John Hop- 
kins often becomes Scripture when the 
“three kings” ride by starlight. 

There is potential benefit from the 


symbolism of some of the poetic em- 
bellishment of the Christmas story, but 
the danger is that too little knowledge 
will fail to distinguish between the poetic 
and historic. When the Bethlehem shep- 
herds saw the “angel” (which I conceive 
to have been the same messenger-star 
which set the “wise men” on their 
journey) and immediately associated it 
with the poetry of the messianic proph- 
ets, their Davidic anticipation, and their 
humble faith in God’s redemptive pur- 
pose, they were wiser than the men from 
the East; they needed no political palace 
to point their way, nor two years to find 
the “new-born King.” 

There are “if’s” in the following verse, 
but it may help to inspire more than the 
“easy,” literal interpretation of this part 
of the “lamp to (our) feet.” 


If the stars were the angels shepherds 
saw 
Long ago from an April sod, 
Then the shepherds, more than we, 
would you say, 
With their humble 
simple way, 
In the midst of an unenlightened day, 
Were abreast of the Truth of God? 


hearts in their 


If the stars were the angels shepherds 

“heard,” 
Not the voice of the feathered wings, 

Then the prophets’ words and the star- 
ry sky 

Gave their hearts and minds the where 
and the why 

Of the birth of the Life that would 
never die, 
And the end of the rule of Things. 


If the stars were the angels wise men 


knew 
When they sought for the Sceptre- 

Star, 
Then we, who read He is more than a 

king, 


And whose hearts 
Evangel sing, 
Should make the wide earth with the 
Tidings ring 
As we follow Him near and far. 
RAYMOND B. SPIVEY. 


with the True 


Hugo, Okla. 


To New Orleans Y. P. 


Senior High Fellowship, 

Claiborne Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1661 N. Claiborne Ave., 

New Orleans, La. 


Att’n: President, Senior High 
Fellowship 
Dear Christian Young People: 

At this time when your city is torn 
with the divisions attending racial con- 
fiicts, we wish you to know that the 
thoughts and prayers of other Presby- 
terian youth are with you. 

As we have viewed on television the 
newscasts of recent days from New Or- 
leans, we have been shocked and grieved, 
as you must be, to see young people much 
like ourselves roaming the streets bent 
on errands of hate. We cannot know 
completely the personal concern you 
must have for your city and your fami- 
lies and your friends, but we do share 
completely with you your concern as 
Christian friends who are pledged to bear 
witness to the teachings of our Lord and 
Savior. 


As you seek to serve Christ in word 
and deed, please know that Christians 
all over the world are praying that you 
may be strengthened in bearing your 
Christian witness in the face of this situ- 
ation. 


Yours in Christ, 


Outreach Commission, 

Senior High Fellowship, 
Bellaire Presbyterian Church 
Justin Exviotr, Chairman 
Bitty Powe, Co-Chairman 


Presbyterian Mission 


The time is rapidly approaching when 
we must put into action our Presby- 
terian Mission to the Nation.... 

As the main responsibility for promot- 
ing and implementing the mission rests 
with the pastors and church sessions, I 
am writing to remind you of some specific 
items that are essential to the success 
of our great undertaking: 

(a) Evangelistic preaching by the pas- 
tors on the great doctrines of our 
Reformed and Presbyterian faith 
from January through March. 

(b) A working Committee on Evangel- 
ism in every church, presenting a 
definite plan of action for the con- 
gregation. (Plans and suggestions 
are outlined in the green notebook 
on Evangelism.) 

(c) An impressive Service of Dedica- 
tion ... in which the whole congre- 
gation will be given opportunity to 
participate in a solemn Act of 
Dedication, offering themselves to 
God as instruments of his saving 
purpose, 

(d) A coordinating of all the activities 

of the church toward the evange 
listic objective, and a consistent 
effort on the part of pastors and 
sessions to enlist the church’s total 
membership in winning others to 
the Christian faith. 
Earnest and believing prayer for 
God’s blessing, remembering that 
evangelistic effectiveness cannot be 
achieved by promotion or novel 
methods, but by a complete re- 
vitalization of the church. 

Anticipating the full and enthusiastic 
cooperation of all pastors and churches, 
and with warmest greetings, I am, 

Yours cordially and sincerely, 
Marion A. Bocas, 

Moderator General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. 


(e 


—_ 


Wanted: Obedient Community 


My main concern for a year or more 
has been community obedience to the 
Great Commission. I cannot discover any 
community that is trying to reach this 
goal. I believe it would be very rewarding 
if some Christian periodical would con- 
centrate on this topic. I think you would 
be as likely to do this as any paper that 
I know of. My impression is that many 
communities can be led to decide to reach 
this goal. What could we pray for that 
would be more important? Publicity for 
the methods found most successful would 
be very important.... 

J. CAMPBELL WHITE. 
Monroe, Ohio. 


EVERY great thing has its roots in 

silence. Jesus took thirty years of prep- 
aration for three years of work.—J. H. 
SNOWDEN. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e SouTH AFRICAN officials, with no 
explanation, seized the passport of Alan 
Paton, lay leader of the South African 
Anglican Church and world famous 
novelist, upon his arrival in Johannes- 
burg from London. An outspoken critic 
of his government’s apartheid policy, 
Paton has been abroad since October 
when he went to New York to accept 
the 1960 Freedom House award... . 
e IN JOHANNESBURG white and Negro 
churchmen in a multi-racial conference 
of the World Council of Churches assem- 
bled in open defiance of South Africa’s 
racial laws. Racial segregation—manda- 
tory under South African law—was not 
enforced among delegates for the first 
time since various council meetings start- 
ed in South Africa in 1953....¢eA 
HARLEM PASTOR has set up a fully-staffed 
“complaintmobile” on a busy New York 
street corner and is seeing 400 to 500 
people a day about problems ranging 
from heatless apartments to narcotic’s 
use among teenagers. He says the best 
way to handle everyday community mat- 
ters is to deal with people directly. .. . 
e IN OKLAHOMA City a county attorney 
has rendered an opinion challenging the 
tax-free status claimed by the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma for its 
Golden Age Home. . . . e WILLARD Up- 
HAUS, after a year’s imprisonment in Bos- 
cowen, N. H., for refusing to tell a U. S. 
Senate sub-committee the names of per- 
sons who helped him collect signatures 
for a petition against nuclear tests, has 
been released. The 70-year-old pacifist 
is a former Methodist lay preacher. .. . 
e NovEMBER church construction in the 
U.S.A. set a new record of $94 million, 
declining $2 million from October, much 
less than the usual seasonal decline. It 
was $9 million above November, 1959. 
Eleven months total: $943 million... . 
e AN ITALIAN courT at Trecastheni, 
near Catania in Sicily, has ruled it is no 
offense for an Italian to heckle a Roman 
Catholic priest during his sermon in the 
church “if the priest is talking politics.” 

e PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY has 
chosen its first Negro moderator: LeRoy 
Patrick of Bethesda church. ... e THE 
State CoMMISSION AGAINST D1scrIM- 
INATION in Massachusetts is considering 
a report by Attorney General E. J. Mc- 
Cormack telling of the refusal of Spring- 
field cemetery officials to accept for burial 
the body of a Korea-born wife of an 
American soldier. 











NEW NCC PRESIDENT WANTS 
ACTIVE CHURCH IN ALL AREAS 


The new president of the National 
Council of Churches, J. Irwin Miller, 
Columbus, Ind., business man, is con- 
vinced that the church should make its 
influence felt in all areas of life—labor, 
education, industry and international af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Miller is a leading layman of the 
Disciples of Christ denomination. He is 
board chairman of the Cummins Engine 
Co. and the Irwin Bank & Trust Co. of 
Columbus, in addition to other business 
interests. 

With a fortune estimated at $75,000,- 
000, thirty per cent of whose income re- 
portedly goes to charity, Mr. Miller be- 
lieves that churches should speak out 
on controversial social and economic 
issues. 

When an unofficial laymen’s group, 
led by oilman J. Howard Pew, sought to 
gain the right to censure the National 
Council’s pronouncements as a price of 
its support several years ago, Mr. Miller 
fought the proposal in the Council’s Gen- 
eral Board—and won. 

The 51-year-old NCC president is 
characterized by his minister as “the 
most Biblically literate layman I have 
ever known.” He can and does read his 
New Testament in the original Greek. 

His election at the recent San Fran- 
cisco triennial Assembly of the National 
Council is for a three-year term. 


Support UN 


In actions taken in San Francisco, the 
NCC declared that Christians should give 
vigorous support to efforts to strengthen 
the United Nations even though the 


PASTOR SAYS KLAN 
“LIED BLASPHEMOUSLY” 


ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS)—Harry A. Fi- 
field, one of Atlanta’s leading Presbyte- 
rian ministers, blasted the Ku Klux Klan 
from his pulpit here. Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Fifield said 
in a sermon that the Klan “lied blas- 
phemously” when it recently “shouted its 
hate for Jews, Catholics and Negroes and 
then claimed its loyalty to God.” 

He referred to a masked meeting the 
Klan recently staged in a downtown hotel. 
“We try to separate religious responsibil- 
ity and our obligations to our fellow- 
man,” he said, “but the evils of man’s 
society are sins against God.” 





United States may soon find itself out- 
voted in the world organization. 

The Syrian (Orthodox) Church of An- 
tioch (Archdiocese of the U.S.A. and 
Canada) was received as the 34th mem- 
ber of the NCC. It has a membership 
of 50,000 in the U. S. and Canada. 

Greetings were extended by the NCC 
to President-elect John F. Kennedy and 
Vice-President-elect Lyndon B. Johnson 
and those associated with them in their 
administration. The Council said: 

“We invoke God’s blessing upon them 
and pray they may be guided by God’s 
will and that they may lead our country 
and the world in the paths of peace and 
justice for all mankind.” 

Intensified efforts were urged in seek- 
ing to break down discriminatory bar- 
riers still existing in employment prac- 
tices. Discrimination based on race or 
color was called “‘ a major deterrent to 
equal opportunity in employment.” 
Churches, in particular, were asked to 
examine their own positions and practices 
on discrimination in employment. 

In steps to improve living and work- 
ing conditions for migratory agricultural 
worker, a resolution called for “more 
vigorous efforts in behalf of Federal and 
state legislation to extend the Federal 
minimum wage to improve housing fa- 
cilities, health, education and welfare 
services, and transportation safeguards 
for migratory farm workers.” 

A resolution adopted by the Assembly 
urged the State of Louisiana and the 
City of New Orleans to “bring their poli- 
cies and practices into accord with the 
dictates of Christ-like conscience and the 
laws of the land.” It commended those 
officials, teachers and other citizens who 
have sought to keep the public schools 
functioning. 

Throughout the week major attention 
was directed toward the continuing em- 
phasis on the desired unity of the church- 
es. The triennial message which was 
adopted was the most urgent plea ever 
made by a church body for the denomina- 
tions to forget their “dividedness” and 
to join hands “in the Lord’s work.” 


Blake Statement 


Toward the close of the meeting Eu- 
gene Carson Blake of Philadelphia apol- 
ogized to the Assembly for the way in 
which his proposal on church union 
(OvTLooK, Dec. 19) had diverted atten- 








tion from the Assembly program. His 
sermon was preached on the day before 
the Assembly opened. The Council itself 
has no relation to such movements toward 
church union. 

In the closing session the new Coun- 
cil president, Mr. Miller, said the church 
must set an example for bold leadership 
in a day of “swift and continuing change” 
and not shrink back in “frightened ti- 
midity.” 

“This is an age,” he said, “in which 
all too many Americans seem to want to 
go back to something. 

“Businessmen want to go back to little 
government. Labor leaders, frightened by 
low-cost foreign imports, want to go back 
to protective tariffs. Intellectuals want to 
go back to life before the Industrial Rev- 
olution after first destroying all radios 
and TV sets.... 

“When the church offers an example of 
frightened timidity before the new op- 
portunities of our day, wistfully wishing 
we could go back to some simple life on 
the farm, society, whose instinct in such 
matters is very sure, who knows we are 
impelled to go forward in some direction 
or other, is not very likely to take its di- 
rections from the church even when the 
church’s warnings may be truly given. 

“The world looks first to our example 
before it listens to and weighs our words. 
Surely then, we must now show that, as 
committed Christians, we are never com- 
fortable, never content with the mediocre 
and second-rate, whether of mind or spirit, 
but are determined, so far as we are able, 
to serve in everything as the best example 
of all that the Lord desires of his people.” 

Presbyterians who were elected officers 
for the next three years include the fol- 
lowing: John H. Platt, Chicago, asso- 
ciate treasurer; David B. Cassat, Du- 
buque, Iowa, treasurer and a vice-presi- 
dent-at-large; Edward D. Grant, Baton 
Rouge, La., and F. Douglas Tellwright, 
San Francisco, vice-presidents-at-large. 

President Irwin J. Lubbers of Hope 
College (Mich.) of the Reformed Church 
in America is also a vice-president-at- 
large. 


SEMINARY CAMPUS 
ROUND-UP 


With January 8 designated as Sem- 
inary Sunday by the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, great emphasis is being 
placed upon the shortage of ordained 
ministers and other qualified church 
workers. When 400 students were grad- 
uated from the seminaries last spring 
there were 1,770 churches without pas- 
tors. It is estimated that the number of 
seminary students and graduates must 
more than double in the next ten years if 
the church is to keep pace with the need. 
Seminaries this fall reported a 12% de- 
crease in enrollments (see page 3). Lead- 
ers say the point of crucial concern is at 
the level of the congregations where prom- 
ising young persons must be interested 
in a church vocation. Seminary Sunday 
focuses attention upon this concern and 
need. 


4 


SEMINARY STATISTICS, 1960-61 


Statistics reported by American Presbyterian theological seminaties for the current 


term are as follows: 


Enrollment 

| ee 116 
CEN, CUD) a cieccnscnsn< 218 
en 228 
Louisville (Ky.) U. S-UPUSA — 163 
lL Oe A eee 21 
Prebuewe (lewe) ..-...+<..-+- 164 
MeCermickh (Ti) ............-. 284 
Pittpurek (Fa.) ....-...-.-.- 252 
ie A eS eee 423 
San Francisco (Calif.) -.------ 211 
Johnson C. Smith (N. C.)------ 34 
Presbyterian School of 

Christian Education (Va.) -. 127 


Women Women in 


Entering Entering Graduate in B. D. Other 
Class Class "59 Students Course Courses 
43 60 31 0 10 
55 54 38 0 12 
63 84 16 1 0 
46 40 26 1 0 
12 11 0 1 2 
44 49 31# 2 1 
83 112 3 13 48 
50 90* 6 2 7 
101 107 125 8 19 
74 73 18 3 24 
15 9 0 0 0 
75 67 104+ 


Women: 93; Men: 34 


*Combined number for Western and Pittsburgh-Xenia, 1959. #Extension. 


+Candidates for Master's degrees. 











Lecturers on the Weyerhaeuser Foun- 
dation on religion and psychiatry at Mc- 
Cormick Seminary Chicago, will be Wil- 
liam Douglas, Boston University; Bruno 
Bettelheim, University of Chicago; Earle 
Loomis, Union Seminary, New York, and 
Seward F. Hiltner, University of Chicago, 
professor-elect of Princeton Seminary. 

* * * 


The Thomas Verner Moore lecturers at 
San Francisco Theological Seminary Jan. 
24-25 will be Edward A. Dowey of 
Princeton Seminary and Jaroslav J. Peli- 
kan of the University of Chicago. 

* * * 

Sprunt lecturers at Union Seminary 
in Virginia March 6-10 will be L. J. 
Trinterud of McCormick Seminary; 
Stanley R. Hopper of the graduate school 
of Drew University; and Charles L. Tay- 
lor, executive director of the American 
Association of Theological Schools. 

*k * x 

Princeton Seminary has enrolled 54 stu- 
dents from abroad this year, coming from 
26 countries. Next September the semes- 
ter system will be instituted along with 
a revised curriculum. 

* * * 


Professor J. Gordon Chamberlin of 
Pittsburgh Seminary has received a grant 
from the Lilly Endowment, Inc., of In- 
dianapolis for a study of the way in 
which churches near institutions of high- 
er education view their ministry to the 
campus. Increasing campus enrollments, 
he says, call for greater efforts by Protes- 
tant churches to minister to the students 
and faculty and since additional full-time 
campus workers cannot be added routine- 
ly, the churches themselves will be com- 
pelled to “rethink and extend this aspect 
of their ministry.”” Communities near 
five selected colleges and universities will 
be subjected to intensive study in this 
project, with the study to be completed 
by 1962 and publications scheduled 
shortly thereafter. 


* * * 
As a part of its new curriculum, San 


Francisco Seminary has one area called 
“The Church and the World” which has 
introduced a full season of drama on the 
campus. Festival Theater is staffed by 
an experienced company of professional 
actors and technicians and is enabling 
students, faculty and the public, through 
its presentations, “to feel the pulse of the 
world—not only through religious plays, 
but through meaningful secular drama 
and satire on the human condition.” 
Thornton Wilder’s The Skin of Our 
Teeth, currently running, followed an 
original satirical revue, The Face Is Fa- 
miliar, which was seen by some 6,500 
people during a six-week run. Plans are 
now being made to take The Cup of 
Trembling to the Buffalo General Assem- 
bly next May. This prize-winning docu- 
mentary drama was written by Elizabeth 
Berryhill, the theater’s founder-director, 
and is based on the life of Dietrich Bon- 
hoeffer, a German Lutheran minister who 
was martyred by the Nazis in 1945. 
- © me 


Three theological colleges in New Zea- 
land have granted free places involving 
full tuition and board to Asian students 
for the coming academic year. 

* 2 @ 

Featured during Lecture Week at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary Jan. 23-27 will be David H. C. 
Read of the Madison Avenue church, 
New York, and Wayne E. Oates of the 
faculty of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Louisville. There will also 
be special seminars on “The Town and 
Country Church,” “Media of Communi- 
cations,” and “Christian Relations.” 

x * * 

Bernhard Olson, formerly of Yale, is 
directing a special project in research 
and consultation in inter-group aspects 
of Protestant curricula at UN1ion SEM- 
tnary, New York. This includes consul- 
tative work with editors, publishers and 
curriculum writers of various Protestant 
denominations. He is also giving the 
results of his study in classes at the sem- 
inary. 
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Excerpts f San Francisco 


LIVING LORD 


OF ALL LIFE 


By EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 


VIVIDLY REMEMBER the evening 
I when I committed my heart to Christ, 
in a revival meeting held in the little 
Swedish Baptist Church in Fergus Falls, 
Minn., when I was only ten years of 
age. All that is best in my life dates 
from that moment. At the time I did 
not understand all the implications of 
that decision. I had never heard about 
racial integration, or world peace, or pre- 
marital counseling, or the social gospel, 
or the ecumenical movement. But every- 
thing that has happened in my Christian 
life and thought since that night when 
I went down the aisle to the altars of 
my Lord goes back to the original formula 
of the New Testament faith, I heard the 
call of Christ, obeyed it, and knew in my 
heart that I loved Jesus and wanted to 
be like him... . 

We cannot stop, however, with the ac- 
ceptance of Christ as our personal Lord 
and Savior alone. Salvation is corporate 
and institutional as well as personal... . 
We have a Biblical mandate—given to 
us already by Christ and the prophets 
of Israel—to extend the sway of Christ’s 
spirit over governments, races, peoples, 
freedoms, military and economic power 
structures, and whatever exists even be- 
yond the frontiers of space. All that en- 
gages the energies and loyalties of man- 
kind is of concern to Christ and the 
church. 


For Every Area 


The National Council of Churches 
stands squarely behind this interpretation 
of the gospel. We hold that the good 
news of God in Christ was meant for 
every area of man’s existence... . 

The materialistic forces of life seek 
to silence the prophetic voice of the 
church and imply that the church has 
no relevance to the national scene. 

They will never succeed. Never again 
will the spokesmen of the Prince of Peace 
be content with a narrow, circumscribed 
concept of religion that would make the 
church of Jesus Christ little more than 
an indulgent old grandmother, fumbling 
in her capacious pockets for some pep- 
permints of spiritual comfort to give to 
the children of the rising generation. 

Hendrik Kraemer has said something 
in this connection that is very much to 
the point. In his book entitled Theology 
for the Laity this great layman and 
World Council of Churches leader de- 
clares: 


“The modern world by its victorious 
secularism has domesticated the church 


DR. DAHLBERG delivered the address from 
which this portion is taken at the San Fran- 
cisco Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches. He spoke as the retiring president. 
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into a ‘reservation’ for people with ‘reli- 
gious’ needs, and the church has largely 
accepted this domestication.” 

If as followers of Jesus we are satis- 
fied with this Indian reservation status, 
whereby we exercise no citizenship in the 
larger world of human affairs, we need 
to remember the decisive pronouncement 
of the Nazi court that sent the heroic 
Count Von Moltke to his death because 
of his resistance to Hitler’s doctrine of 
the master race: 

“Count Moltke, Christianity and we 
National Socialists have one thing in com- 
mon, and one thing only. We claim the 
whole man.” 

Precisely! That is exactly what Christ 
claims—the whole man. And it is because 
he does claim just this that we will not 
permit the gospel to be limited to a timid 
little area that some cautious people are 
pleased to call “spirituality.” As surely 
as we do thus limit the teachings of Jesus 
we lose our sense of susceptibility to 
God, and become the stammering ad- 
vocates of a religion that is weak, power- 
less, and incapable of making any moral 
and spiritual impact on this steel jacket- 
ed, battle-plated world. 

For an effective gospel for the whole 
world we need a united church... . 


High Altitude 


Let us never be afraid of a high-alti- 
tude religion. We have been very much 
preoccupied in recent years with the con- 
cept “in depth.” We have had psychol- 
ogy in depth, Bible study in depth, evan- 
gelism in depth. All this has been good 
insofar as it has made us aware of the 
deep places in the heart of man, and the 
profound depths of truth. But may we 
not become so concerned with “depth” 
studies that we develop a kind of under- 
world or depth mentality, always probing 
the problems, frustrations, guilt, and de- 
spair that lurk in the more shadowy 
regions of man’s nature? Should we not 
turn now to a faith and philosophy “in 
height”? God said to Isaiah long ago, 
“Get thee up on a high mountain. O 
thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusa- 
lem, lift up thy voice with strength, lift 
it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities 
of Judah, Behold, your God!” We need 
to remember that there is an overworld 
as well as an underworld, a superior 
world which Christ had in mind when 
he prayed, “Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven.” 

From the vantage point of this religion 
of height and of faith, let us exalt Christ 
as the Lord of the soul, the Lord of the 
state, the Lord of the church, and the 
Lord of time and eternity. 


THEY WANT MEANING 

In the remarkable report issued by the 
Rockefeller Brothers’ Fund on_ prob- 
lems of education in the United States, 
entitled The Pursuit of Excellence, there 
is pointed reference to the importance of 
providing adequate personal models— 
“images” —for young people. We can- 
not overestimate the extent to which young 
people’s life goals are determined by 
their identification of themselves with 
admired characters in the adult world. 
This is why we have to be uneasy about 
a culture which gives its chief rewards 
of adulation and economic advantage to 
figures in the world of sports and enter- 
tainment and at the same time patronizes 
and nearly starves its teachers and in- 
tellectuals. ... 

Young people, like older people, may 
want security, comfort and luxury. But 
there is something else they want, far 
more urgently. They want meaning in 
their lives. “If their era and their cul- 
ture and their leaders cannot offer them 
great meanings, great objectives, great 
convictions, then they will settle for shal- 
low and trivial meanings.” —-TRUMAN B. 
Dovuctass at the San Francisco Assembly 
of the National Council of Churches. 





Frequent RC-Anglican 
Meetings Are Forecast 


LonpoN (RNS) — Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, voiced 
confidence here that his recent audience 
with Pope John XXIII will result in fre- 
quent discussions between the Church of : 
England and the Roman Catholic Church 
in the years ahead. 

“We certainly shall have our contacts 
with the secretariat,” he said. “This is 
the first time that there has been a rec- 
ognized channel of information between 
the Church of Rome and the Church of 
England. And I am certain there will be 
talks between the churches in this coun- 
try.” 

Noting that “for many years there has 
been freedom of discussion between the 
Church of England and the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Congregational and Baptist 
Churches,” Dr. Fisher said he hoped 
such discussion “will now become a fre- 
quent and possible thing with Roman 
Catholics.” 





VaTICAN City (RNS) — Pope John 
XXIII cautioned against too much op- 
timism over his meeting with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. But he said “such 
contacts can favor understanding and 
confidence among all Christians in the 
future.” 

He told an audience attended by 18 
cardinals and a large number of arch- 
bishops and bishops that he had to “re- 
main on the threshold of great problems” 
in his hour-long conversation with Dr. 
Fisher. 








Horizons in Home Missions 


HE VARIOUS UNITS of the de- 

nominations are often misled by the 
number of new churches that are open- 
ing. This is often really a matter of 
regrouping, rather than advance. The 
population grew 1.8% last year; Prot- 
estant churches grew 1.7%—and all the 
while we were opening many new church- 
es. It is much more exciting to break 
ground for a new church building in a 
suburb than to find ways of serving in 
the inner city or keeping alive a small 
church in a declining community. We 
keep having more new churches because 
we find it much easier to open churches 
than to close them. 

The root of the difficulty is a confu- 
sion in aim. Often we are supplying 
chaplaincies rather than missions. In 
short, if we figure that there are enough 
of our “brand” in a given area, we move 
in and provide a church for them. It is 
less frequent that we or they see our- 
selves as providing a church for a com- 
munity, i.e., as a mission to the un- 
churched and lapsed. 


As Many as Possible 

Soon after I came to this diocese, one 
of our small parishes in financial straits 
notified me that it wished to become a 
mission, meaning that it wanted to have 
diocesan financial support. Their word- 
ing, however, was sounder than their 
reasoning; I would like to see all of our 
parishes become missions! Because of 
the high cost of any kind of operation 
these days there is terrific pressure on 
us in new churches to get as many peo- 
ple in as pledging members as possible. 
For us, this has been relatively easy. Be- 
fore we put up a mission, the people had 
to drive to the next district within the 
city to go to church. Such people will 
fairly easily “join up” and help fill the 
pews and perhaps the treasury. But more 
often than not, particularly in new 
churches, they are confronted for the first 
time with the serious problems surround- 
ing church membership, and educated 
for the task of bringing the church to oth- 
ers and confronting society with the 
church. When this happens, we learn 
that most of them regard themselves as 
“customers” rather than as “salesmen,” 
and many of these, when they are con- 
fronted by the claims of Christ, or see 
their clergy speaking and acting pro- 
phetically in regard to society, are “put 
off”; in a relatively stable situation they 
want to make the church a club for peo- 
ple of “their sort” rather than a division 
in the army of the Lord. In short, the 





OF THE Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Cali- 
fornia, Bishop Pike delivered the address 
from which this portion is taken at the San 
Francisco Assembly of the National Council 
of Churches. 
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By JAMES A. PIKE 


church not only is declining in quantity; 
it shows signs too of declining “in qual- 
ity.” 

For the church, particularly in its mis- 
sion outreach, is meant to be the “leaven 
in the lump.” If it is not transforming 
society, it is being conformed to society 
and one of the reasons our mission is 
failing is that we too evidently are ex- 
hibiting “love for the world.” 

There may have been a time when we 
could afford the luxury of quietly lament- 
ing our failures and promising ourselves 
to do better next time. This time is past 
for another ideology is abroad in the 
world; and, in many lands, the church 
must begin being true to its message, or 
it will disappear. 


The Church for the People 


Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
the uncommitted countries of the world 
—in many of which we have had Chris- 
tian missions for many years with few 
apparent results. In many of these coun- 
tries, the church is now face-to-face with 
Communist doctrine, and is learning what 
it should always have known; namely 
that where the church does not plead for 
the people, where Christian rulers do not 
attend the miseries of Christian subjects, 
the people themselves will ultimately cast 
their lot with whatever alternatives be- 
come available. While many citizens of 
Communist countries are miserable with 
their regimes, it is nonetheless a fiction 
for us to believe that these regimes could 
have come about if a significant number 
of people had not wanted them. The 
very names of the countries form a roll 
of places where the church has failed: 
Czarist Russia, Poland, Hungary, Cuba, 
and many more. 


HAWKINS URGES PROVISION 
FOR MORE AFRICAN STUDENTS 


American colleges and universities can 
give crucial aid in higher education to 
emerging African nations, a spokesman 
for the United Presbyterian Church, has 
said. 

“By making it possible for more young 
Africans to come to this country and by 
offering them new patterns of training, 
our institutions of higher education can 
play a vital part in the development of 
Africa’s future leaders,” declared Edler 
G. Hawkins, pastor of St. Augustine’s 
Presbyterian Church, New York City. 

Dr. Hawkins spoke before a regular 
meeting of the United Presbyterian Board 
of Christian Education in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Hawkins made his report to the 
Board upon his return from a recent trip 
through Liberia, Ghana, the Cameroun, 
and Nigeria. (OvTLOoK, Oct. 31.) 





In our own country, various racial mi- 
nority groups have on occasion been sus- 
pected of Communist sympathies. The 
wonder to us should be that they have 
done so well in resisting Communism in 
the face of neglect and even affront by 
members of the church. In many of our 
communities, the church finds itself in 
the ludicrous position of preaching 
brotherhood and practicing intolerance. 

Why has the church at home, as well 
as abroad, so largely been simply irrele- 
vant about so many of the things which 
vitally concern its mission? First, be- 
cause, by and large, it is at peace with 
society. Almost everywhere, it has tended 
to “sanctify the regime,” with the result 
that the vast majority of laymen and 
many clergy see the church as the apostle 
of the status quo. 


There Is Fear 


Second, because many of our clergy 
operate in a real atmosphere of fear. 
Whether we like to admit it or not, the 
phenomenon of McCarthyism is on the 
upsurge, and many prophetic voices are 
stilled because they have not learned to 
cope with the implied charge of “dis- 
loyalty.” Still others are stilled by the 
hands of a few wealthy members in the 
congregations who put their threats on 
a purely economic basis. 

Another reason for our irrelevancy 
may be found in our divisions. We have 
been dissipating much of our energy in 
fighting among ourselves, underlining 
and exaggerating our differences, rather 
than learning to work around them.... 

Another basic cause of our irrelevancy 
is our attempt to make religion man- 
centered rather than God-centered. Deep 
at the heart of our “religious boom” has 
been the idea, “Religion is good for 
you.” Instead of adhering to Christian 
principles of righteousness and moral re- 
sponsibility, we have often dealt with our 
religion in terms of a “cheap tranqui- 
lizer.” A living Christianity will dis- 
turb peace of mind as much as it will 
provide for it. 

Finally, we tend to irrelevancy because 
we cannot really come to terms with the 
age we live in in terms of simple tech- 
niques. New methods of communication 
and, indeed, of salesmanship, are con- 
stantly being discovered, but the church, 
at least in its outward manifestations, 
looks pretty much the same as it has for 
many years. We are still relying on the 
same parochial structure, and taking little 
advantage of the new techniques which 
have been developed. 

No city would dream of going forward 
without the help of competent planning 
officers, but many times the church’s strat- 
egy is merely a hodge-podge of “hunch” 
and intuition. 
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EDITORIAL 
They Did Something in 1960! 


It is our annual custom to review some 
of the major involvements at the end of 
the calendar year and to call attention 
once more to some of the people and or- 
ganizations that have borne a brave and 
needed witness. Dates in parentheses 
indicate the issue of THE OUTLOOK in 
which the event or incident was reported. 

Lloyd Allan Peterson, pastor of the 
First church, Albert Lea, Minn., was the 
leader in bringing together both parties 
in a prolonged bargaining dispute be- 
tween Wilson & Co., and the United 
Packing House Workers (Jan. 4, Oct. 
24). 

In meeting criticisms in regard to a 
possible violation of the constitutional 
provisions for separation of church and 
state, Florida Presbyterian College in St. 
Petersburg raised an additional $500,000 
to pay for 160 acres of city property 
which had been promised by city officials 
(Jan. 11). 

Seventeen national women’s organiza- 
tions with some 14,000,000 members 
joined forces to organize the National 
Organization of Women for Equality in 
Education to combat segregation in the 
public schools of the country (Feb. 1). 

The Chapel Hill, N. C., church con- 
tinued its stimulating study programs 
related to current national problems, with 
particularly valuable contributions deal- 
ing with implications of nuclear weapons 
for the Christian (Feb. 8). 

Seven Dubuque Theological Seminary 
professors attracted the interest and ad- 
miration of many people — including 
those who disagree with them—in call- 
ing for more realistic government policies 
on the question of mass extermination 
and the waging of war (Feb. 29). 

Negro students in Greensboro, N. C., 
later joined by other Negro and some 
white students in other communities, be- 
gan far-reaching efforts to obtain equal 
treatment with white people in public 
eating places (Feb. 29 ff.) 
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The board of managers of the National 
Council of Churches’ Broadcasting and 
Film Commission adopted a code of 
standards which declares, among other 
things, “Personal profit and self-glorifi- 
cation in the name of religion have no 
place in religious broadcasting” (Mar. 
7). 

Leading Davidson College (N.C.) stu- 
dents, strongly supported by the campus 
newspaper, continued to urge the trustees 
to change college policies so as to admit 
qualified Negro students (Mar. 7). 

National Council of Churches, denom- 
inational leaders, metropolitan newspa- 
pers and concerned churchmen directed 
heavy criticism at the U. S. Defense 
Department for permitting publication of 
an Air Force Training Manual which at- 
tacked the integrity and leadership of 
the nation’s churches (Mar. 7, 14). 

Four Protestant ministers of Wheeling, 
W. Va., took a grand jury to task for 
dodging hot local issues like gambling, 
prostitution, illegal whiskey sales and 
lack of law enforcement (Mar. 14). 

Fourth church, Chicago, officers di- 
rected the attention of churchmen and 
citizens of that city to important issues 
involved in a major police scandal, seeing 
in “the relative indifference of the pub- 
lic” one of the contributory factors (Mar. 
14). 

Protestant, Jewish, and Roman Cath- 
olic spokesmen gave strong support in 
a radio program, which was transcribed 
and printed in these columns, to the basic 
objective of the student sit-in demonstra- 
tions in Richmond, Va., (Mar. 21). 

San Antonio, Texas, church leaders 
helped their city become one of the first 
to open its lunch counters to the public 
without racial discrimination (Apr. 4). 

The Vanderbilt Divinity School dean 
and practically all of the faculty stood 
beside a Negro ministerial student who 
was convicted of no crime, but was ex- 
pelled by university officials because of 
his background involvement in the lunch 
counter demonstrations (Mar. 21 ff). 

Every clergyman residing in Chapel 
Hill, N. C., retired and active, the Ro- 
man Catholic priest and the Jewish rabbi 
signed a joint statement which was dis- 
tributed in their churches supporting the 
student appeal for fair and equal ac- 
commodations (Apr. 11). 

Davidson College student leaders and 
The Davidsonian were severely critical 
of officers of the local church who for- 
bade (6-5) an inter-racial discussion in 
the church dealing with current issues 
(May 2). 

The Assembly moderators of the U. S. 
and UPUSA churches in “A Message 
to the Nation” summoned their respective 
colleagues to obedient service in marriage 
and the home, in the day’s work, in race 
and international relations (May 9). 

The UPUSA Board of Christian Edu- 
cation took a forthright stand in support 
of students involved in non-violent pro- 


tests against racial discrimination (May 
9). 

Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly’s Stated 
Clerk, James A. Millard, Jr., told the 
General Assembly at his inauguration, 
“Any doctrine of the ‘spirituality of the 
church’ which tries to divorce the church 
from her responsibility for the order of 
the world is a heterodox notion” (May 
16). 

The Jacksonville General Assembly 
deplored “the unmerited attacks made 
on the National Council which result 
inevitably in a distrust and weakening of 
the Christian witness,” and urged the 
church’s representatives “to support, en- 
courage, and sustain this vital effort’’ 
(May 16). 

Presbyterian Life, official publication 
of the UPUSA church, in one of its in- 
frequent editorial expressions, took to 
task well-to-do laymen who appear to 
feel that the church must be rallied to 
support their social and economic posi- 
tions, declaring, “The United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA and its Gen- 
eral Assembly are not for sale” (May 
23). 

The UPUSA Commission on Ecumen- 
ical Mission and Relations strongly urged 
the national chain stores to open their 
counters without regard to racial distinc- 
tions (May 30). 

The board of directors of Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga., in response to 
pressures exerted by the session of the 
First church, Jackson, Miss., declared, 
“No session of any church has ever been 
given authority to state whether ordained 
ministers of the gospel are out of accord 
with the standards of our church... . 
(We do not) feel it proper for the sem- 
inary to become directly answerable for 
its theological position to any group ex- 
cept the synods which own and control 
it” (June 6). 

The Council on Theological Education 
told the Cleveland Assembly, “The be- 
loved dead have paid more for theological 
education today than we, the living, are 
providing” (June 6). 

The Cleveland Assembly gave its sup- 
port to student demonstrations against 
racial segregation; it declined—as the 
Jacksonville Assembly had done—to call 
for opposition to a political candidate on 
grounds of his religion (June 6). 

The Princeton Seminary Faculty Coun- 
cil, along with other seminary faculties, 
gave unequivocal support to the dean of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity School and his 
associates who resisted administrative 
pressures which had brought about the 
dismissal of a Negro student for his sec- 
ondary support of the sit-in movement in 
Nashville (June 13). 

The Synod of Tennessee roundly con- 
demned Selma, Ala., efforts undermin- 
ing the leadership of the church and 
called upon “its entire constituency to 
give undivided support to all the church’s 

(Continued on page 10) 
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NOW! Lifetime Hospitalizatio:s 





To the one American in four who does not drink, we are pleased 
and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization 
Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from your first 
day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as you are 
there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our na- 
tion’s #3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart dis- 
ease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to 
infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than 
those who do not drink. Yet their insurance—-UNTIL NOW— 
cost the same as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates 
are based on the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non- 
Drinkers! Why should you help pay for the hospitalization of 
those who ruin their health by drink? Gold Star rewards you 
instead of penalizing you for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most mod- 
ern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate 
because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With 
this policy, you receive $100 a week, in cash, from the first day and 
as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid to you in 
cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything 
you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no 
matter how long you remain in the hospital or how often you 
are sick. And the present low rate on your policy can never be 
raised simply because you get old, or have too many claims, but 
only in the event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all 
pelicvholders ! 


Christian Leaders Say— 


HENDERSON BELK, Vice-President and Director 
of Belk Stores: “It is a pleasure to recommend 
the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization 
Plan, which is headed by Arthur DeMoss. He is a 
fine dedicated Christian, and this insurance plan 
should meet the needs of many at minimum cost.” 





DR. J. PARK McCALLIE, beloved head of The 
McCallie School: ‘I have been happy to be able to 
take out hospital insurance in the World Mutual 
Health & Accident Insurance Company of Penna. 
for myself, wife, and daughter at such a reasonable 
rate, even though I am advanced in years, hecause 
we do not use alcoholic beverages. I have known 
Mr. Arthur DeMoss and Mr. Ted DeMoss for some 
vears and have complete confidence in them.” 





DR. JOHN A. REDHEAD, JR., minister. First 
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, North Carolina 
“The DeMoss plan for providing coverage for non- 
drinkers makes sense and invites favorable com- 
ment. The unconditional, money-back pledge guar- 
antees no loss, and a sizeable saving on premiums 
means money in the bank.” 





One out of every seven people will spend some time in the hos- 
pital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital— 
32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden ill- 
ness, or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or 
months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lose 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in 
debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t hap- 
pen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor 
tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy 
coverage at any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you would 
receive $100 per week (or $14.29 daily) in cash, as long as you remain 
in the hospital, if your hospital stay is less than one week, you still col- 
lect at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you are already covered by 
another policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and will 
pay you directly, in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month for each 
adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. For each child 
under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s protection. And for each 
adult of age 65 through 100, the premium is only $6 a month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital Plan, there is 
no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, no limit on the number 
of times you can collect (and the Company can never cancel your policy), 
and no limit on age! 
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| Money-Back Guarantee 
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We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will {Nag 

call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
t 
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Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends- or some trusted advisor. 
Make sure it provides exactly what we’ve told you it does... 
Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis, 445 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, 3 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything tue 
to gain and nothing to lose! y 
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THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 


World Mutual has been operating since 1920, and has an unimpeachable 
record of honesty, service, and integrity. By special arrangements with 
DeMoss Associates, World Mutual has underwritten this Gold Star Total 
Abstainers Hospitalization Policy. 


This plan offered exclusively by 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 


“Special Protection for Special People” 


PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY fofk 


NO WAITING PERIODS! NO MEDICAL EMAT 
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FOR PROOF OF SERVICE AND 
RELIABILITY, READ THESE LETTERS: 


Mrs. Esther G. Powers, Norwalk, Ohio—“Thank you ever so 
much for your draft in the amount of $ received so 
. . I have 


ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 


Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight 


promptly in payment of my claim for benefit. . 


found that I am insured in a very reliable company, proved of one eye. 

ry yO i t 7 Fy °° 

iy our FOUNGR Gan ere TeSeS eo Sy Gee Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or 
Mrs. W. R. Carson, Belzoni, Mississippi—‘“‘I want to thank you b th f t 

all for the wonderful way you paid me off when I was sick ° eet. 


at two different times in the hospital just a few weeks apart. 
You paid me over $_-_----. If it had not been for your help 
and kindness I could have never been able to pay my hos- 
pital and doctor’s bill. Wish I could think of words to tell 
you how much I do appreciate what you did for me.” 


Mrs. Elizabeth E. Ralph, Berwyn, Illinois—‘‘I wish to thank 
you very much for settling my claim so promptly. It is very 
much appreciated and I will tell my friends about it.” 


Rev. Nels Lundgren, Elkins, West Virginia—‘I hasten to 
thank you for your prompt, courteous, and generous settle- 
ment of my hospital claim. I am truly sold on your company 
and will speak a good word for it wherever I can. I was es- 
pecially challenged by the low cost in comparison with others 
and the benefits received, and that insurance would go into 
immediate effect. Little did I realize that I would have to 
call upon you so soon. I truly look upon my learning of 


Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for 
specified travel accidents! 
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@ Good in any lawfully oper- 
ating hospital anywhere in 
the world! 

@ Pays in addition to any 
other hospital insurance 
you may carry. 

@ All benefits paid directly 
to you in cash! 

@No health examination 
necessary. 

®@ No age limit. 


of the day your policy is 
issued. 

@ No limit on number of 
times you can collect. 

@ Pays whether you are in 
the hospital for only a day 
or two, or for many weeks, 
months, or even years! 

@ No policy fees or enroll- 
ment fees! 

@ Ten-day unconditiona] 
money-back guarantee! 


APPLICATION TO PO-11 
your company as a God-send.” | ! 4 . 
sev. Merle I. Packham, Starke, Florids—“This will ec | World Mutual Health & Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 
knowledge receipt of your check covering payment of my : 
claim under the policy I have with you. I appreciate your | My name Is 
prompt payment of this claim, as it was certainly needed at 
this time. How wonderful it is to do business with a reliable | Street or RD # 
company through Christian representatives. I told a represen- 
nae ar Ones oe Insurance Company, about your | City State 
policy. He requested to see my policy, and after having ex- . 
amined it, stated it was a unique policy, He thought it most | Date of Birth: Month Day Year 
unusual, and outstanding. I think so too! I would not want | 
to be without it for anything. Let me thank you again for My occupation is 
your prompt and courteous service. I would never hesitate | 
to recommend this policy to anyone.” My beneficiary is 
| | also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: oa . de 
| NAME DATE OF AGE BENEFICIARY 

@ Guaranteed renewable. @ Immediate coverage! Full 

(Only YOU can cancel) benefits go into effect noon | 





Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have you 
or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
Operation in the last five years? Yes 2 No 


If so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 


fully recovered 
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| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. for a policy based 
on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to 
the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the foregoing questions. 
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institutions and agencies” (June 13). 
The Synod of Kentucky also took a sim- 
ilar action (Aug. 8). 

More church sessions in different parts 
of the country indicated that ushers are 
directed to seat Negroes in any part of 
the sanctuary where seats are available 
and some made it clear that “the only 
qualification for membership is an hum- 
ble confession of sin and a credible pro- 
fession of faith in Jesus Christ as per- 
sonal Lord and Savior” (June 20). 

Mississippi Presbyterian ministers and 
elders overcame vigorous opposition to 
realign the boundaries of the presbyteries, 
thereby weakening the hold of one pres- 
bytery over the rest of the synod and pro- 
viding three bodies of comparable 
strength (July 11, Oct. 10, 17). 

Frank Porter Graham, Presbyterian 
elder and United Nations official, told 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools, “Martin Luther King and these 
young people, with the national anthem 
on their lips and the Bible in their hands, 
and non-violence in their hearts and 
brotherhood in their spirits, are in some 
ways the truest expression of both our 
religion and our democracy. Sometimes 
I think these are the most religious people 
we have today in our great republic” 
(July 25). 

In a stalwart and significant appeal 
to the Synod of Appalachia, Robert D. 
Bedinger led in the reversal of a previous 
decision and called upon King College 
to admit any qualified student without 
regard to his race (July 25). 

The Charlotte, N. C., Friendly Rela- 
tion Committee, headed by John R. Cun- 
ningham and assisted by five other Pres- 
byterians, helped to bring about open 
facilities at lunch counters without re- 
gard to race. This was one of the first 
of a number of such steps which were to 
follow (July 25). 

In a unanimous action, the Presbytery 
of New Orleans called upon the Governor 
and the Orleans Parish school board to 
“use every expedient at their command 
to keep the public schools open,” and 
declared, “We are appalled at the absence 
of leaders in our citizenry speaking out 
in behalf of the preservation of the most 
vital aspect of our democratic way of life 
—public education” (Aug. 8). 

In Atlanta, Ga., several churches vis- 
ited by Negro students received them cor- 
dially and made it clear that no one will 
be prohibited admission to the house of 
God (Aug. 22). 

Montreat, N. C., trustees for the South- 
ern Presbyterian conference center took 
an advance step in liberalizing entertain- 
ment policies, moving toward the elim- 
ination of superficial distinctions (Sept. 
5). 

Granville Presbytery (N. C.), resisted 
an effort which gained only two votes 
to revise its policy in the conduct of its 
camp, which would restrict its use (Nov. 
7). 

10 


The Synod of Arkansas and the UP- 
USA Presbytery of North Arkansas call- 
ed for rejection of an amendment which 
would have permitted closing of public 
schools on a local option basis to avoid 
racial integration (Nov. 7). 

The Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Pope John XXII arranged for a “cour- 
tesy call” by the Archbishop on the Pope, 
the first such contact since the Reforma- 
tion (Nov. 14). 

In a major study of New England, a 
more vigorous United Presbyterian effort 
to meet the needs of that region was 
urged, but with full respect for comity 
arrangements and as a cooperative ven- 
ture with other Protestant bodies (Nov. 
21). 

The International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), 
after encountering embarrassing situa- 
tions in regard to the entertainment of 
some Negro delegates in Louisville, Ky., 
reiterated its policy to meet only where 
delegates can be accommodated without 
discrimination on the basis of race (Nov. 
at). 

Methodist pastor Lloyd A. Foreman 
of New Orleans, defied continued mob 
abuse and insults in order to keep his 
five-year-old daughter in a newly-inte- 


Footnote to Philippians 1:21—2:4. 


grated school (Dec. 19). 

Twelve bishops of the Synod of the 
Anglican Church of the Province of 
South Africa voted to pay a monthly sal- 
ary out of their own pockets to deported 
Bishop R. A. Reeves as long as he is 
forced to remain absent from his diocese 
(Dec. 19). 

Eugene Carson Blake, UPUSA Assem- 
bly’s stated clerk, just prior to the San 
Francisco triennial Assembly of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, proposed 
consideration by the proper authorities 
of a merger of four Protestant denom- 
inations (Dec. 19). 


We are well aware of the large num- 
ber of references here to the actions of 
churches and churchmen in the area of 
race relations. The far-reaching activi- 
ties of the past year explain and justify 
this. However, if there are other areas 
in which the settled ways and traditional 
customs and culture have been challenged 
by the demands of the Christian gospel, 
we invite specific information in regard 
to the same. In addition, letters to our 
page 2 should call attention to oversights 
which are bound to have occurred in the 
compilation of this list. 


WHAT IS MORE NECESSARY 
THAN DEATH? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE GREEKS had a word for it, they 

always did. The word in this case 
was “Ananke” (Ah-NAHNG-kay), ne- 
cessity. Above all men, above all the 
gods, stood the dread Ananke, to whom 
even the gods must yield. So many neces- 
sary things are painful and bad, that 
the Greeks used the word also to mean 
distress, calamity, and even instruments 
of torture. 

The early Christians took this word, as 
they did others, and turned it to a good 
use and meaning. In the few sentences 
from Paul’s writings which are being 
studied this month, he uses a form of 
the adjective, “necessary,” in what seems 
at first a very strange way. 


IRST, though he does not use the 

word, he shows that he is well aware 
that death is necessary. This everyone 
took for granted. It is known all around 
the world that the one sure and certain 
thing about human life is that it comes 
to an end. By the time Paul wrote to the 
Philippians he had come to regard his 
own death no longer as something that 
he might never have to experience. He 
had once written, “we who are alive” at 
the End of the World, including himself 
in the number of the never-to-die blessed 
ones. But when he writes to the Corin- 
thians (2 Cor. 4:16—5:10), to the Phi- 


lippians and to Timothy (2 Tim. 4:6ff) 
he takes his own death to be inevitable. 


But he is no average man, stolidly as- 
senting to what cannot be helped. There 
are two remarkable differences between 
this Christian man’s attitude to death, 
and the worldwide age-old admission that 
we all must die. One is that while death 
will come, and must come, it is nothing 
for a Christian to fear. The other is that 
he sees something else more necessary 
than death. Paul does not worry about 
his lack of logic at this point, for strictly 
speaking, no necessary thing can be 
more necessary than another necessary 
thing. But he knows we will understand 
him, and goes right on. He speaks as 
though he could choose between dying 
or not dying, though of course no one 
knew better than he that the keys of death 
are in no man’s hands. What he means 
is that he cannot tell which he would 
choose if he had the chance. He cannot 
tell which is better, to die or to live. He 
makes it clear that death is better, other 
things being equal. To die is “gain,” it is 
life’s payday. He has a desire to depart 
from this world—and his word for “de- 
sire” is a very strong one. To be with 
Christ (a phrase that sums up all that 
that is known and all that is mysterious 
about life beyond death) is “much bet- 
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ter” than staying in this world. 


But—“to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary.” Not on his own account but 
on the account of his friends. Death is 
not the most necessary thing there is; 
life is more necessary than death. Not 
mere existence, not cheating the grave for 
a few months or years. But life... . 


“Oh no,” someone protests—‘‘surely 
by now Paul’s life must have dwindled 
down to a shadow of what it had been. 
To be sure he had friends, but few of 
them could visit him. To want to con- 
tinue his wretched existence is a morbid 
wish. Under the circumstances, who 
would not envy him the chance to die? 
Who could call the death-wish wrong, 
in a strait like this?” 

But we have already seen that Paul 
had no illusions about life and death— 
for himself. Death was far preferable, he 
makes no secret of that. But it is not the 
attraction of his own continued existence 
in the flesh that seems to draw him back 
from the brink. It is what he can do for 
his friends. 


O DIE may be better; but to live in 

loving service for and with those 
he loves—that is more necessary. Good 
as those people in Philippi are, there is 
better that they might become. Progress 
in the faith, joy in the faith, with minds 
at one, firmness of character and harmony 
of spirit, working for the faith without 
fear. Paul is not sure that he is ever 
to see the Philippians again; but he will 
hear what is going on, he will guide and 
encourage them all; he will take joy 
from the love, the unselfishness, the de- 
votion he so strongly hopes and prays 
these Christian people will have. 

What is more necessary than death? 
Life, of course. The kind of life com- 
pounded of faith, hope and love, even at 
its best here is still not the better part 
when time has come to go. But death is 
necessary only once. Life is necessary 
every day. “A man must live” can be 
a coward’s excuse for falsehood, for 
meanness and treachery. But it can also 
be a Christian’s joyous every-morning 
thought. If the “must” of death is not 
mine today, then the “must” of life is 
mine—by His wise will. The pearls of 
life, the days each one a treasure, come 
pouring into our outstretched hands... 
for how long? No one may count their 
number till the last twilight falls. But 
when that hour comes, that necessary 
hour, it will not come till our God has 
shown us his grace for every long neces- 
sity of life. 
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VITAL CONTACTS NEEDED 
FOR S. AFRICAN SOLUTION 


JOHANNESBURG, So. AFRICA (RNS)— 
All white and Negro churchmen taking 
part in the conference here on the prob- 
lem of apartheid (racial segregation) in 
South Africa were agreed on the serious- 
ness of the situation and were “united 
in the desire to grapple with it.” 

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches, 
under whose auspices the conference was 
held, made this statement in an interview 
after the conference had reached complete 
agreement on Biblical interpretations re- 
garding the Christian attitude toward the 
different races. 

Noting that the Dutch Reformed 
Church was represented in the group, he 
said this must be regarded as “an im- 
portant step forward.” In the past, this 
church has been criticized for allegedly 
regarding the Negro races as naturally 
inferior. 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said he realized 
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the present situation in South Africa is 
the result of long development and “many 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(Radio) 


presents 
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Jan. 8, “HOW CAN I LEARN TO READ 
THE BIBLE?” 
Jan. 15, “HOW CAN I BESUREIL AMA 
CHRISTIAN?” 
Write for copies of messages to the radio 
station over which they are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 








SHARING MONTREAT 


with everyone who could 


not attend 


“The 1960 Bible 
Conference” 


Bring Montreat and many of the out- 
standing speakers who appeared at the 
Bible Conference into your home, 
church, study or business. 


Taped messages so economically priced 
you can purchase hours of listening 
material on good quality 11, mil. tape 
for much less than raw tape would cost 
locally. 


Hear these outstanding speakers: 


George M. Docherty William M. Elliott 
James R. McCain John H. Leith 
Herman L. Turner Hunter Blakely 

L. Nelson Bell Kenneth J. Foreman 
C. Darby Fulton Henry J. Young 
Ernest T. ThompsonDavid R. Easton 
Frank Price Kenneth Keyes 
Carlyle Marney Crossley Morgan 


All messages recorded on 1200’ tapes 
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For free listing of speakers and their 
subjects write to: 
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factors and nobody in particular can be 
blamed for the present difficulties.” 
“But the fact remains,” he said, “that 
we hear from many sides of a sense of 
frustration among the masses of our non- 
white people. Eight years ago I visited 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OF THE AIR 
(Radio) 


Commentator 


Jan.-Mar. 1961 
DR. MERLE C. PATTERSON 
Atlanta, Georgia 
For full information and 
radio station list, write 
TRAV 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


South Africa and in my report I said 
the real challenge was how to avoid non- 
whites being frustrated because they were 
not given sufficient reason for hope. After 
hearing the discussions at this conference, 
I feel what I felt eight years ago even 
more strongly.” 

The WCC leader said it is his “strong 
impression” that there is insufficient con- 
tact between all groups in South Africa 
and that an effective solution of the race 
problem can be found only “through a 
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ley * Calvin * Zwingli * Luther. In- 
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$1398. 
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35 E. Market St., Corning, New York 
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real meeting of minds of all sections of 
the population.” 

“T only hope,” he said, “that this con- 
ference will contribute toward the im- 
provement of such vital contacts, par- 
ticularly in the field of inter-church re- 
lations.” 


At the close of the conference, a state- 
ment pointed to faults in many of the 
government’s racial measures. It called 
for direct representation of coloreds (those 
of mixed races) in parliament and urged 
that the right to own land not be re- 
stricted to whites. Some groups in the 
conference filed qualifying statements. 


WORLD JURISTS CONDEMN 
SOUTH AFRICA POLICIES 


GENEVA (RNS) — The International 
Commission of Jurists, in a 239-page 
report published here, condemned in 
strong terms violations of human rights 
in the Union of South Africa stemming 
from the government’s apartheid (racial 
segregation) policies. It warned that 
continuance of the policies “creates a po- 
tentially dangerous situation.” 

* * * 


THE BEST proof of immortality, after 

all, rests not so much in demonstrating 
the continuance of life as in sharing here 
and now the life of God.—Cuar es F. 
WISHART. 
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Presbyterian Church in the United States 
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Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 15, 1961 
John 3:1-7, 12-21 


In the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
we have (1) the Prologue, vss. 1-18; and 
(2) the First Witnesses, vss. 19-31. 

The prologue tells us how the Eternal 
Word of God became man: “No one has 
ever seen God; the only Son who is in 
the bosom of the Father, he has made 
him known.” 

The witnesses cited by John are John 
the Baptist, Andrew, Philip and Nathan- 
iel. John pointed out Jesus as “the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” Andrew, after a few hours spent 
with Jesus, sought his brother, Simon, 
declaring, ‘“We have found the Messiah.” 
Philip, likewise, sought his friend, Na- 
thaniel, exclaiming, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” Nathaniel’s brief experi- 
ence with Jesus led him to cry, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God. You are the 
king of Israel!” 

Chapter 2 records the first signs: (1) 
the sign in Cana of Galilee—water turn- 
ed into wine—intended only for the dis- 
ciples, which confirmed the faith pre- 
viously won, 2:1-12; (2) the signs in 
Jerusalem, including the cleansing of the 
temple and the first prediction of his 
death and resurrection, 2:13-25. These 
signs were given to the nation. They 
marked the beginning of his public min- 
istry. What were the results? 

“Many who saw the miracles which he 
did believed that he was a messenger from 
God. They saw that his miracles were not 
the clever tricks of an imposter, and they 
were prepared to listen to his teaching and 
enroll themselves as members of the king- 
dom which he came to found. Yet our 
Lord did not encourage them. He saw 
that they misunderstood him. He recog- 
nized their worldliness of heart and sin 
and did not admit them to the intimacy 


he had established with the five simple- 
minded Galileans.” 





Nicodemus—A Cautious Inquirer 

Among those impressed by the signs 
which Jesus offered was Nicodemus. He 
was a Pharisee, a member of the strictest 
sect among the Jews, composed of men 
who lived for their religion and hoped 
to find salvation through the careful ob- 
servance of God’s word as revealed to 
Moses and interpreted by the “Fathers.” 
They played an unlovely part in the gos- 
pel history. We should remember, how- 
ever, that in spite of their narrowness, 
pedantry, dogmatism and bigotry, they 
still preserved a salt of genuine godliness 
and patriotism, and reared high-toned, 
cultivated men like Gamaliel, Saul and 
Nicodemus. 

Nicodemus was a “ruler of the Jews,” 
in other words, a member of the San- 
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hedrin, which was the highest legislative, 
judicial and executive body among the 
Jews. He was accordingly a man of rep- 
utation, learning, influence and power 
in the nation. Because he was a Pharisee 
and a member of the Sanhedrin, Jesus 
could speak of him as “a teacher of Is- 
rael” (RSV), one of the representatives 
of the high knowledge and supreme au- 
thority in the church. 

The Greek New Testament makes it 
plain that Nicodemus was one of the 
men mentioned in 2:27 who beheld the 
miracles which Jesus performed during 
the Passover in Jerusalem, and therefore 
believed on his name, but only in part. 
Nicodemus’ own words reveal the fact 
that he looked upon Jesus not as the Mes- 
siah, but only as a teacher sent from God 
(3:2). He was confident, however, that 
Jesus was a divinely commissioned teach- 
er, and he wondered if Jesus was about 
to inaugurate the kingdom which the 
prophets had foretold which formed the 
staple of Jesus’ own preaching, as it had 
that of John the Baptist. He came to 
Jesus, therefore, for fuller information. 

He came by night because he did not 
wish his visit to be generally known. 
His colleagues had already rejected Jesus’ 
credentials. Nicodemus, himself, was a 
modest, reserved, cautious man and did 
not wish to commit himself openly until 
he was sure of his ground. Many criti- 
cize Nicodemus for his timidity. It is 
true that he went by night, but he went, 
nevertheless. 

“Would that there were more like him, 
who, whether cautious to excess or not, 
do still feel constrained to judge for 
themselves about Jesus: who feel that no 
matter what other men think of him, there 
is an interest in him which they cannot 
wait for others to settle, but must for 
themselves settle before they sleep.” 

Nicodemus asked three questions of 
Jesus and received three replies. In the 
first of these Jesus set forth the necessity 
of the new birth; in the second he de- 
scribed the nature of the new birth; in the 
third he revealed the secret of the new 
birth. 


The Necessity of the New Birth, 3:12 

No doubt the conversation is abridged 
and Nicodemus had intimated that he 
wanted to know something about the 
kingdom which had been the general 
theme of Jesus’ teaching; or it may be 
that Jesus answered the question which 
he knew was in the back of Nicodemus’ 
mind. In either case we need to remem- 
ber that Nicodemus sincerely longed for 
the coming of the kingdom, but that he 
expected it to be established by a political 


revolution and by acts of power which the 
miracles of Jesus seemed to prophesy. 
He believed that every Jew, or at least 
every Pharisee would have a place in the 
kingdom by right of birth. 

Jesus said, in effect, “You are wrong; 
no one, not even a Pharisee, can have a 
share in the kingdom of God unless he 
is born again.” The new birth as a 
metaphor of spiritual regeneration was 
not unknown. But the very idea that 
even the Jews, God’s chosen people, must 
be born again before they could enter 
into the kingdom promised by the proph- 
ets was a startling one which Nicodemus 
could not accept. If Jesus had said, 
“Every Gentile must be born again,” he 
would have understood it. He might 
possibly have been willing to admit that 
an ordinary, uninstructed Jew would have 
to undergo some radical change, but he 
could not conceive it to be necessary in 
his own case. 

Nicodemus’ answer may not have been 
so simple as it seems. “It may have been 
spoken just to give himself a little time 
to think up some kind of argument 
against the preposterous, as he saw it, 
claim against him that Jesus was mak- 
ing.” Sparring for an opening, he said, 
“How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” Or it may 
be that Nicodemus realized how difficult 
it is for men (or nations) to change the 
characters which they have formed over 
the years. It is impossible, he said, just 
as it is impossible for a man to be reborn 
physically. Just so, some men today, 
when it is suggested that some social evil 
may be overcome—poverty, or war, for 
example—reply, “It is impossible, for 
human nature never changes.” In answer 
to Nicodemus’ question, Jesus explained: 


The Nature of the New Birth, 3:4-8 


He said, “Truly, truly I say unto you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
Jesus does not simply repeat the idea 
previously expressed. He explains what 
it means to be born again—that it is to 
be born of water and of the Spirit. 

Water refers to the act of baptism and 
to similar purifying rites with which 
Nicodemus was familiar. It is a human 
act, suggesting repentance, confession and 
consecration on man’s part, but also the 
pardon, the cleansing, which God bestows 
in response to man’s approach. The Spirit 
suggests a new spiritual life such as only 
God can bestow. We have then in Jesus’ 
phrase, both the human and the divine 
aspect of the new birth. There must be 
repentance, confession and consecration 
before one can enter the kingdom of God, 
but there must be something more. There 
must be pardon and purification, and 
above all, the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit. Physical birth prepares us 
for the physical world; this sort of spirit- 
ual birth is necessary if we are to enter 
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the kingdom of God, whose laws are 
spiritual and whose blessings are based 
on spiritual realities. 

True, there is a mysterv here, but that 
is not surprising. Take the wind. We 
have here the manifestation of an unseen 
power, but the results are apparent. So 
it is with the new birth. The spirit moves 
and works unseen. No one can see the 
processes of regeneration. But the results 
are manifest (see Gal. 5:22-23). 

Nicodemus was aroused. He asked, 
not in disbelief, but in wistful longing, 
“How can these things be?”’ Seeing that 
Nicodemus was willing to believe, Jesus 
proceeded to reveal to him 


The Secret of the New Birth, 3:9-16 

He first forced Nicodemus to face the 
fact of his own helplessness—all men’s 
helplessness. He was a representative of 
Israel’s deepest learning and yet he did 
not understand these fundamental truths. 
Jesus reminded Nicodemus next of his 
own unique qualifications to give him 
the information which he sought. He had 
had a direct perception of heavenly things, 
and he alone had been in heaven, that is, 
with God. And yet how hard it is to con- 
vince men of the truth. If Nicodemus 
cannot even comprehend earthly things, 
which can be verified in human experi- 
ence, things such as the necessity of the 
new birth, how can he be expected to 
comprehend heavenly things—which are 
not open to human observation, matters 
which lie wholly in the unseen and which 
deal with the nature and purposes of 
God ? 

In spite of its difficulties Jesus gives 
Nicodemus some intimations of the truth. 
The new life comes through faith in the 
Son of Man. He must be lifted up, even 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness (See Numbers 21:4-9), “for 
God so loved the world that he gave 
his only son that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” 

I imagine that when Nicodemus re- 
turned home that night his wife said, 
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“What did the young rabbi tell you 
about the kingdom ?” 

And Nicodemus answered, “He said 
that none of us, not even we Jews, would 
ever see the kingdom unless we were born 
again.” 

His wife was puzzled. “What did he 
mean by being born again?” 

“He meant,” said Nicodemus, “that 
we must repent of our sins, confess them 
unto God, and accept God’s will for our 
lives. But that is only a part of it. In 
addition, we must be cleansed of our sins 
and have our very nature renewed and 
transformed by the Spirit of God.” 

“But how is that possible?” interjected 
his wife. 

“T asked him that,” continued Nico- 
demus, “and he said that he would be 
lifted up, as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness wanderings that the 
disobedient Israelites might look upon 
it and be healed of their fatal malady; 
and that we must believe on him, trust 
in him, for God loves not only us, the 
Jews, but all men, the whole world, and 
has given us this new life, eternal life, 
if only we will believe on him.” 

And long into the night Nicodemus 
and his wife wondered how the Son of 
Man would be lifted up and when and 
why. 


John’s Explanation 


In the estimation of many scholars 
John 3:16-21 records the apostle’s re- 
flections on Jesus’ conversation with Nic- 
odemus—after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus revealed more clearly the full 
significance of his words. “For God so 
loved the world,” John explains, “that 
he gave his only son, that whoever be- 
lieves in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” It is unfortunate that the 
gospel is sometimes so presented as if 
Jesus came between God and man, as if 
he pacified an angry God, and persuaded 
him to forgive. But John makes it clear 
that the initiative lay with God. God 
does not hate men even when they have 
sinned. He loves men—all men. He so 
loved the world that he gave. . . . “This,” 
wrote William Temple, “is the heart of 
the gospel. Not ‘God is love’-—a precious 
truth, but affirming no divine act for 
our redemption, (but) God so loved that 
he gave.” And so loved that he gave 
his Son. In giving his Son, his only 
Son, he gave us himself, so far as man 
could apprehend. 


“Men had thought of the Eternal as 
of some mighty Potentate, irresponsible 
in power, jealous of his own dignity, ex- 
acting obedience and praise and sacrifices; 
but in Christ they saw God willing to seek 
and to save, ready even, incredible though 
it might seem, to suffer and agonize for 
their sakes, loving men even in their dis- 
obedience and wilfulness, and giving him- 
self for them.” (Hastings: Speaker's 
Bible) 


God gave his Son, John continues, that 
whoever believes in him. . . . To believe 
in Jesus as God’s Son, John’s whole 





Gospel shows, means something more 
than to believe with the mind. It does 
mean that, but it means more. It means 
also to trust and obey him as God’s Son 
as a revelation of God’s love and as 
the revelation of his will. It means to 
accept that love and to submit to that 
will. God gave his only Son that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. If some fail to attain 
that fulness of life which is available in 
Jesus it is because they have rejected 
God’s outstretched hand. ‘For God sent 
the Son into the world, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be 
saved through him. He who believes in 
him is not condemned,” John continues; 
“he who does not believe is condemned 
already”—he has in effect condemned 
himself—‘because he has not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God.” 

What is this judgment that he has thus 
unwittingly passed upon himself? 

This is the judgment, John explains. 
“The light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil.” In other 
words, men’s attitude toward the love 
of God revealed in Jesus Christ is a test 
of their own character. They turn away 
from the light because they love the dark- 
ness. They reject Christ because if they 
accepted him as God’s Son they would 
have to follow him as their Lord. 

This is not the explanation of all un- 
belief, of course. Some have honest in- 
tellectual doubts that need to be dispell- 
ed. Some fail to recognize God’s love, 
God’s will revealed in Christ because of 
the faulty discipleship of those who 
profess to believe in him, and too often 
actually betray him by their lack of 
love. As Arthur John Gossip has writ- 
ten: 





“Yet there is at least as much of truth 
in this evangelist’s blunt finding that a 
great proportion of ‘honest doubt’ is not 
honest at all; that it arises not from intel- 
lectual perplexity but simply from moral 
perversity and an obstinate refusal to see 
what they do not want to see. They do 
not like the light. They would fain blow 
it out if they could. . . . Because they 
want to follow certain ways, and this 
would ban them; because they have made 
up their minds to live after a certain 
fashion, and this would outlaw and con- 
demn it, they will have none of the light, 
and find means of discrediting it to their 
minds. ‘Many,’ said Fenelon, ‘exaggerate 
their doubts to excuse themselves from 
action.’” (Interpreter’s Bible). 


Or as Aldous Huxley writes in his 
Ends and Means, “Those who detect no 
meaning in the (world) generally do so 
because for one reason or another, it suits 
(them) that the world should be mean- 
ingless.” 

Why is it that our own faith is so 
imperfect—our own discipleship so fal- 
tering and hesitant? Is it, perhaps, that 
we ourselves only partially believe? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


INVITATION TO WORSHIP. By Clifford 
A. Nelson. Augustana Press, Rock Island, 
i. 178 pp. $3.00. 

This book is exactly what its sub-title 
indicates: “A Devotional Study of the 
Lutheran Liturgy.” The author, Clifford 
A. Nelson, pastor for twenty-five years of 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, St. Paul, 
Minn., has given to the members of his 
denomination an enlightening commen- 
tary on their act of worship as it appears 
in the new Service Book and Hymnal. In 
the course of thirty-one thoughtful dis- 
cussions he explains the liturgical sig- 
nificance of what Lutherans say and do 
in their regular service, but his breadth 
of interest and knowledge provides useful 
information about worship customs that 
are common to the other branches of the 
Reformed family also. 

Among the more commendable features 
of this book is Dr. Nelson’s method. He 
writes with the layman in mind, because 
he feels that unless the people know the 
meaning of the various parts of the liturgy 
they will not appreciate “its inner spirit” 
(p.xi). And further, his suggestions are 
applicable to his denomination as a whole 
and not merely to the privileged churches 
where ample resources can provide litur- 
gical enrichment without strain or im- 
provisation. 

This book will win attention, however, 
because the author approaches his sub- 
ject from the proper perspective and with 
those presuppositions in mind that are 
necessary to an understanding of Chris- 
tian worship. The starting point of wor- 
ship is belief in the Holy Trinity, the 
author rightly contends, and the efficacy 
of the act is dependent upon the depth 
of its inner meaning. Moreover, meaning 
in worship is a theological matter and 
the form and character of the liturgy are 
influenced and shaped by what is believed 
about God and man, salvation and eternal 
destiny (p. 146). Indeed in no surer way 
than through its liturgy does the genius 
and theology of a church find expression. 
And this is a simple fact that must be 
learned anew by each generation in the 
churches’ witness and mission. 

Although this book is slanted towards 
a purely devotional character, yet the 
author would have given us a stronger 
and more informative essay if more his- 
torical data had been included. There is 
room in the Reformed tradition for a 
volume similar to intention and scope to 
Massey Shepherd’s Commentary on the 
American Prayer Book (Oxford, 1959) 
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and Procter and Frere’s New History of 
The Book of Common Prayer (Macmil- 
lan, 1958), both of which are standard 
works among studies of the Episcopal 
liturgies. Maybe it will be written when 
we have decided what the order of Re- 
formed worship should be and contain. 
A minor item among errata: the quota- 
tion from Dostoevsky occurs twice (p. 3 
and 15) and the spelling of his name 
varies. 
DoNALp MACLEop. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 


THE SELF IN PILGRIMAGE. By Earl A. 
Loomis, Jr. Harper & Bros., New York. 109 
pp. $3.00. 


Professor of psychiatry and religion at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
Dr. Loomis received theological training 
at Princeton in addition to his medical 
training, qualifying him for an explora- 
tion of the self in the light of both psy- 
chiatry and theology. 

This work builds upon the author’s 
own discovery of the deeper aspects of 
himself, involving the initial terror of 
what he had refused to face in earlier 
years, and the consequent emergence of 
creative ability as the earlier “demons” 
were exorcised by his movement toward 
maturity. 

The resulting work is quite helpful in 
understanding the whole concept of per- 
sonality at greater depth, utilizing both 
psychiatric and theological insights, the 
rootage of the individual person in his- 
tory, and the importance of the sense of 
community for growth. The latter (sense 
of community) has particular relevance 
to the Christian community, and the role 
of the individual in that community as 
he finds himself in Christ. 

The work is provocative. There will 
be those in both the ministry and in the 
field of psychiatry who will have sharp 
differences of opinion with the author. 
This too may be a major value to the 
work, forcing men in these two disciplines 
to a re-examination of basic presuppo- 
sitions, and possibly opening the ways 
of further inter-communication with ben- 
efits to those who are served by these pro- 
fessions. 


Tuomas H. McDIu. 


Columbia Theological Seminary. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 


Robert B. McNeill, who has been asso- 
ciate pastor of Bream Memorial church, 
Charleston, W. Va., has accepted a call 
to become pastor of the same church. 

John C. Neville, Jr., Alexandria, La., 
will become pastor of the Prattville, Ala., 
church in February. 

Gabriel S. Lee, Jr., from Shreveport, 
La., to the Reformed churches of Beacon 
and Glenham, N. Y., as associate min- 
isters. 

Chilton F. Thorington, formerly of Sel- 
ma, Ala., is now serving the Northwest 
church, Atlanta, Ga. 

Wade H. Boggs from Columbus, Ga., 
to the First church, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
where he is now to serve that pulpit 
temporarily. Drawer P, St. Petersburg 31. 

Sidney A. Gates from Salisbury, N. C., 
to the First church, Columbus, Ga., Jan. 8. 

William P. Anderson, Jr., from Rich- 
mond, Va., to 9511 N. Ashley St., Tampa 
4, Fla. 

Frank S. Hewitt, formerly of Hastings, 
Nebr. (UPUSA), has joined the faculty 
of Austin College, Sherman, Texas. 

Edward S. Campbell of the Hyde Park 
church, Tampa, Fla., is to become West- 
minster Presbytery (Fla.) Home Mission 
superintendent. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

James O. Banks from McKeesport, Pa., 
to assistant minister of Second church, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Robert E. Johnson from Bethel 
Pa., to assistant minister of the 
church, E. Lansing, Mich. 

Charles F. Crist from Braddock, Pa., 
to the Canonsburg, Pa., and Muse church. 

R. Craig Koedel from Coraopolis, Pa., 
to associate minister of the Dormont, Pa., 
church. 

James F. Karcher from Bridgeville, 
Pa., to the Hebron church, Clinton, Pa. 

Harold R. Karnes from Cleveland, Ohio, 
to the Shadyside church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

John E. Myers from Clairton, Pa., to 
the Highland church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

T. Christie Innes, formerly of Toledo, 
Ohio, has begun his ministry in the Sixth 
church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

James E. Letcher, formerly of Chicago, 
Ill., has been installed as pastor of the 
Pleasant Hills church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Oliver R. Stang, formerly of McKees- 
port, Pa., has become field director of 
Christian education, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Robert E. Weinman from Harlem, 
Mont., to assistant minister of the River 
Forest, Ill., church. 

Nicholas J. Brewer, former chaplain, 
USNR, has joined the staff of the Park 


Park, 
First 
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first and second years of college and 
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fairly small and with instruction in 
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faculty members. For catalogue or 
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Forest, IIL, 
nominations. 

James A. Cannon from Chicago, IIl., to 
Calvary church, Asheville, N. C. 

Warren G. Studer from Chicago, IIl., to 
the staff of the Los Angeles church ex- 
tension office. 

Ross H. Gooch from 
Ill., to Watseka, III. 

James L. Hill from Oak Park, IIl., to 
the Central church, Zanesville, Ohio. 

Esther E. Grether, director of Christian 
education in the LaGrange, Ill. church 
since 1949, has been ordained and in- 
stalled as assistant pastor of that church. 
She is the second woman to be ordained 
by Chicago Presbytery. 

Bryant George of the staff of the Pres- 
bytery of Chicago will become associate 
secretary of the Department of the Urban 
Church, Board of National Missions, New 
York, effective Feb. 1. 

Robert J. Clark from Indianapolis, Ind., 
to the Winchester, Ind., church. 

Frank M. Elliott from Orion, IIl., to the 
Range Line Community church, R.D., 
Lowell, Ind. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

CAMEROUN: Evelyn A. Adams, 47 Clare- 
mont Ave., New York 27; Mrs. Harry C. 
Neely, 3407 Hartwood Rd., Cleveland 
Heights 12, Ohio; the Robert N. Pierces, 
47 Claremont Ave., N.Y.C. 27. 

CoLombBIA: Ruth B. Davis, 383 Reynolds 
Bridge Rd., Thomaston, Conn.; the Robert 
W. Lazears, 2918 E. Regent St., Berkeley 
5, Calif.; the Ramon Ruiz-Valeras, 47 
Claremont Ave., N.Y.C. 27. 
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council of cooperating de- 
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A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 
One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


NorTH INp1iA: the J. W. Prentices, 47 
Claremont Ave., N.Y.C. 27; the A. G, 
Fletchers, 6309-B Ocean Ave., Ventnor, 
N. J. 

PunsaB: Janet E. Hodson, 915 Mans- 
field St., Winnfield, Kans. 

IRAN: the J. Mark Irwins, 2630 Park 
Place, Madison, Wisc. 

JAPAN: the Sam H. Franklins, Jr., 47 
Claremont Ave., N.Y.C. 27. 

THAILAND: the H. Roy Bells, 206 E. 
Miami St., Paola, Kan. 


BIBLICAL, N. Y. 

At the January 8 inauguration of Edwin 
H. Rian as president of the Biblical 
Seminary in New York, Donald G. Miller 
of Union Seminary in Virginia, an alum- 
nus of Biblical, will give the principal 
address and Charles L. Taylor, director 
of the American Association of Theolog- 
ical Schools will make the charge to the 
president. 


STATISTICIANS 

Otto K. Finkbeiner, Philadelphia, Pa., 
statistician of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, has been elected president 
of the Association of Statisticians of 
American Religious Bodies. 
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Fstablished 1856. 
S794 





Fine Arts Center 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1961 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 
of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


THOMAS E. GILMER, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








Second Semester Begins 
Summer Schools Begin 


Maxton 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 


Educational excellence for our greatest possession, our youth. 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


January 30, 1961 
June 12, 1961 


North Carolina 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














